
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eighth Grade South Carolina History 

Course Requirements & Procedures Syllabus 

Teacher Name: Brandy Montgomery 

Teacher E-mail: bmontgomery@fsd1.org 

School Website: https://www.f1s.org/domain/2819 

Course Description: This year, we will focus on the history of South Carolina and the role that the state and 

its people have played in the development of the United States as a nation. Students will learn about the 

state’s development during colonial times; the growth of the American idea, which led to the break with 

England; and the rising controversy about slavery, which led to the Civil War. The continued study of South 

Carolina from Reconstruction to the present, including the struggle for social and economic justice waged 

by the people of South Carolina, further allowing students to see the progress that the state has made and 

to visualize the future challenges yet to be met and overcome. 

Textbook: South Carolina: The Beautiful Palmetto State 

Our primary resources for instruction will be guided notes, presentations, hyper-docs, and a variety of other 

materials provided by Miss Montgomery, most will also be available on Google Classroom. 

Supplies: 

1. Black/blue ink pens or pencils (preferably 

mechanical) 

2. College-ruled loose-leaf notebook paper 

3. 1-inch 3-ring binder for SS only 

4. Colored Pencils 

5. Manual Pencil Sharpener that catches its 

own shavings 

6. White Out (tape is preferable) 

7. Post-its 

8. Glue Stick 

9. 3x5 Index Cards 

10. Ear buds or over the ear headphones with 

an AUX ending 

Teacher Wishlist: 

1. Hand Sanitizer 

2. Band-aids 

3. Kleenex 

4. Pencils (Mechanical or non-mechanical) 

5. Black/blue Pens 

6. Lysol/Clorox Wipes 

7. Lysol Spray 

8. Ream of Copy Paper 

9. Paper Towels 

10. Expo Markers 

11. Scotch Tape 

12. Scissors 

13. Colored Pencils 

*** Binder, Chromebook, guided notes, and writing utensil should be brought to class daily *** 

ELECTRONIC DEVICE POLICY: Cell phones are not to be out during class unless otherwise specified by Miss 

Montgomery. If the student does not comply, they will automatically receive an office referral per school 

policy. Cell phones may be stored in bookbags at students’ desk to reduce temptation. Flashers should 

also be turned off during school hours. 

 

https://www.f1s.org/domain/2819


ATTENDANCE POLICY: Students will need to be in their assigned seat and working on their bell-work by the 

tardy bell, if they are not, they will be considered tardy. Students not present in class when the tardy bell 

rings will be marked absent, if they miss half of the class or more, they will remain absent. If they come to 

class before the halfway mark with a pass, the status will be changed to present, without a pass they will 

be marked tardy. 

COMMUNICATION: Students and parents are welcome to e-mail me with questions or concerns regarding 

assignments or otherwise. I will e-mail back as quickly as I can – this is the easiest and quickest form of 

contact. If you prefer phone communication, please call Sneed Middle School’s front office, leave a 

message with a phone number, and I will return your call at my earliest convenience. My e-mail address is 

bmontgomery@fsd1.org. Students are also welcomed to send a private question on an individual 

assignment on Google Classroom. Email will be the primary way I contact parents. 

FOOD AND DRINK POLICY: We will follow Sneed Middle School’s official policy – students will have no open 

food or drink in classrooms unless given special permission. If it is seen by Miss Montgomery, the student 

will be required to throw it away. Miss Montgomery will always have water on her desk for her own health 

reasons – this statement is the equivalent of a red cross (special permission) on the back of her ID. 

ACCOMMODATIONS: There are students in our class who require accommodations to enhance their 

learning. These will be honored as state law requires, they can be discussed individually for all cases. For 

those who require the extended time accommodation, they will need to write “ET” in the top right-hand 

corner of their paper to notify Miss Montgomery that they need to use their extended time accommodation. 

The student will also need to utilize ALL time available for the assignment in class in order to use this 

accommodation. The accommodation will specify the maximum amount of time allowed for extended time. 

Students who require the oral administration accommodation will need to write “OA” in the top right-hand 

corner of their paper to notify Miss Montgomery that they need to use their oral administration 

accommodation. These students will also need to work on their own during the entire given time in class – 

marking any questions or passages they would like to have orally administered. In an effort to prioritize the 

privacy of these students, these accommodations will be applied during the following times: during zero 

period (8:00 AM when Miss Montgomery doesn’t have morning duty) and during AR/CNN time during 4th 

period. 

ACADEMIC PRESENTATION AND HONESTY: Students are expected to use proper MLA format on all formal 

written assignments. Required heading: 

 FIRST NAME AND LAST NAME 

 TEACHER’S NAME 

 SUBJECT 

 CLASS PERIOD LETTER 

 DATE 

All work submitted should reflect the student’s best effort. 

All formal written assignments should be submitted through the proper assignment on Google Classroom. 

Any work copied from a book, the internet, or another student without proper citation is plagiarism. 

Allowing another student to copy work or test answers is considered cheating. 

PLAGIARISM OR CHEATING ON ANY ASSIGNMENT WILL RESULT IN A PERMANENT ZERO IN THE GRADE 

BOOK AND AN AUTOMATIC OFFICE REFERRAL. 

 

 



CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS 

Teaching and Learning Can Happen Best When: 

 I have my supplies and materials for class each day. 

 There are not distractions or problems during instruction and procedures are followed. 

 One person speaks at a time after raising their hand to be recognized. 

 Routine behaviors (sharpening pencils, throwing trash away, asking to go to the restroom, etc.) only 

occur when my teacher is not instructing the class as a whole – proper procedures are found on 

separate sheet. 

 Class is dismissed by the teacher and the classroom is clean. 

Discipline: 

Consequences for students who choose not to be part of 

creating an excellent learning environment include: 

 Warning (verbal or non-verbal) 

 Conference with Student/Reflection /Time Out 

Session 

 Parent Communication 

 Lunch Detention 

 Referrals to administration 

 

Cell Phone Discipline: 

 1st violation- Parent Phone Call, 

Phone held by administration until 

the end of the day. 

 2nd Violation- Parent Conference 

Required to pick up Cell phone 

 3rd violation- 1 day of ISS, Parent 

must pick up Cell phone 

 4th violation- 1 day of OSS, Parent 

must pick up Cell Phone 

Chromebook Not Charged Discipline: 

 First Offense: Verbal warning and documented in ABE 

 Second Offense: Lunch Detention, parent contact, and documented in ABE 

 Third Offense: Three days lunch detention, parent contact, and documented in ABE. 

 Fourth Offense and Beyond: Office Referral 

***Misuse or destructive behavior with Chromebook will result in automatic referral. *** 

 

STUDENT RECORDS: Grades and attendance will be maintained in both the teacher’s grade book and 

computer. Parents are urged to keep up with their student’s progress by checking Power-school regularly. 

Comments will also be added to assignments on Power-school when it is deemed necessary by Miss 

Montgomery. Interim progress reports will be sent home midway between grading periods, and report 

cards issued at the end of every nine weeks. 

GRADING POLICIES: 

 Assignments should be turned in on time – on the due date and at the beginning of that day’s class 

period (not at the end of the class period or at the end of the day). After the beginning of that day’s 

class period, it is one day late. 

 Late assignments will be accepted up to five school days after the due date with a penalty of a 

letter grade (=10%) per day. 

 Students who have been absent have five school days upon returning to school to turn in missing 

assignments that were given during the student’s absence. Previously assigned work should be 

turned in when the student returns to school, if it is not, it is considered late.  

 Quizzes and Tests turned in without proper heading: First name, last name, date, and class period 

will be docked a point from the number correct of the assignment unless otherwise stated. This is 

not applicable to daily classwork and homework. (First name and last initial do not count, both 

names must be spelled out) 



 Absent work that is printed can be found in the “While You Were Out” hanging folder located at the 

rear of the classroom. Digital assignments can be found on Google Classroom. They will also be 

marked as missing with a zero in Power-school until it is made up. Once the missing is removed, the 

zero will remain in the gradebook until the missing assignments are graded. 

 Late work and make up work will not take priority for grading – they will be graded after 

assignments turned in by the due date are graded. If you are aware of an absence coming up, my 

suggestion would be for you to get the work and complete it before leaving. 

 Any classwork not completed in class, will be considered homework and is due the following day 

unless otherwise stated by Miss Montgomery. 

 Unit tests will be summative, comprehensive, and will contain all levels of critical thinking skills. 

Each test will include a combination of multiple choice, matching, true-false, and written response 

questions. Unit tests are major assessments. 

 Students will have the opportunity to work together and alone in creating projects each nine weeks. 

Projects are also major assessments. 

 There is homework every night. Whether it be an actual assignment, a reading assignment, 

classwork not completed in class, or simply studying notes. Homework is due at the beginning of 

the class period after it is assigned, after the beginning of class, the assignment is considered late. 

 Retakes: There will be NO retakes given in this class per Sneed policy, however, if the student does 

not do well on a TEST, they may fill out a request form on Google Classroom for correcting their test 

for partial credit. Corrections must be completed within five school days of the test date. The 

student will be responsible for requesting this. If the student does not request a correction and 

complete corrections within five days, the grade will remain the original grade. Corrections will be 

completed during zero period or during AR/CNN time during 4th period. Requests will be considered 

on a case by case basis and Miss Montgomery reserves the right to refuse requests if the student 

does not properly utilize original test time. Cheating will not be rewarded by allowing retakes. 

 All tests and projects count three times, quizzes and formal writing assignments count twice, and 

classwork and homework count once. 

 Plagiarism will be treated as cheating. The definition of plagiarism is the practice of taking someone 

else’s work or ideas and attempting to pass them off as one’s own, including using someone else’s 

exact words in a text without a citation and citing a source in a bibliography; this is plagiarism. 

Copying your best friend’s homework assignment is plagiarism. Plagiarism is an automatic office 

referral. 

 The student will be provided ONE copy of each handout (if we use a paper copy). If they lose the 

copy given to them, they will be responsible to get a new copy at their own expense, assignments 

will be found on Google Classroom. The media center offers copies for the following prices PER 

SHEET: 

o 25c for color 

o 10c for black ink 

NON-INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES: 

1. Students are allowed to have book bags in class. When desks are in rows, students are to store 

book bags on the left side of their desks to ensure walkways are kept clear. When desks are in 

groups, book bags should be zipped and stored on the back of the chair to ensure that walkways 

are kept clear. All loose materials should be stored in book bags. 

2. Students are expected to be in their seats before the tardy bell rings with all required materials, 

including IDS in a visible position, agenda, Chromebook, a writing utensil, and materials for the 

class (notes, etc.) on their desks. 

3. Chromebooks are to be charged at home and should be brought to class charged and ready to go. 



4. Homework and classwork from the previous class period should be turned in at the beginning of 

class. 

5. Miss Montgomery will have writing utensils and headphones available with the trade of an ID. The 

student’s ID will not be returned until a writing utensil or headphones are returned. 

6. Students will not be allowed to leave the room without a pass and a visible ID. If their ID is not 

around their necks and visible or if they do not have a temporary ID, Miss Montgomery will not allow 

them to leave, unless it is a medical emergency. 

7. Students are expected to use their time wisely, now that there are not locker stops, students have 

plenty enough time to go to the restroom and get water between classes. Only emergencies will be 

allowed to go during class time – emergencies are not frequent trips. 

8. Students are to come to class, go to their assigned seat, and take out their Chromebooks and begin 

their bell-work. Bell-work should be completed by the time Miss Montgomery is done with 

attendance. Miss Montgomery will write down the time she is done with attendance and check the 

time stamps of the bell-work submissions. One point will be taken off of the bell-work grade each 

time bell-work is not submitted or is submitted late. Students who are absent will not have bell-work 

counted against them. 

9. Written tests and quizzes MUST be taken in black or blue ink or pencil. Tests or quizzes submitted 

in any other color ink will not be graded and will be given an automatic zero. 

10. All graded assignments MUST have a first and last name on them. If there is a no name assignment 

turned in, Miss Montgomery will throw it away. If you don’t care enough to put your name on it, Miss 

Montgomery will not spend her time grading it or trying to figure out who it belongs to.  

11. Students will follow all F1S and Sneed Middle School policies. 

12. Students should be respectful to all members of the class – other students and the teacher. Do not 

talk while others are talking. 

13. Cheating will not be tolerated in any way, shape, form, or fashion! Cheating will result in an 

automatic zero and office referral. Students will not be allowed to retake tests or quizzes that they 

have cheated on. 

14. The bell does not dismiss you – I do! 

DISCIPLINE PLAN: 

1. Warning – verbal or non-verbal 

2. Student Conference 

3. Quiet Area – in classroom reflection 

4. Time Out Room 

5. Parent Contact 

6. Lunch Detention 

7. Office Referral 

*** SEVERE OFFENSES WILL RESULT IN AN AUTOMATIC REFERRAL *** 

GRADING: This course follows the Sneed Middle School grading policy 

This course follows the Florence District One grading policy.  

● Teachers will administer a semester 1 exam (E1) at the end of Q2 which will count 10% of the grade for 

S1 

● Teachers will administer a semester 2 exam (E2) at end of Q4 which will count 10% of the grade for S2.  



● Grades are determined as shown in table below:

 
GRADING SCALE: 

A= 90-100 B= 80-89 C= 70-79 D= 60-69 F= 59 or lower 

Email Address: bmontgomery@fsd1.org 

DISCLAIMER: You bring personal items (this includes cell phones) to class at your own risk. I am not and 

will not be responsible for your items if they are left in class or if they disappear. 
 

Parents, please use the QR code or the link in Google Classroom to fill out the 

Parent Contact Information. If you fill out the information, your student will be 

given a classwork grade of a 100% to start off the year! 


